Allusions to Music in The New York Times
A selection of New York Times headlines containing allusions to songs. 
(To identify the ones you don’t know, ask someone older — or younger. )
Play the Allusions Game with friends and family by singing at least the first line of the songs you recognize.

A museum exhibit of jewelry once owned by a Russian dynasty: 

Diamonds Are a Czar’s Best Friend 

Brides-to-be slim down for their wedding dresses: 
Get Me to the Gym On Time 
A review of a concert of Jimmy Van Heusen songs:

Up There, Where the Air is Rarefied 

Offbeat publications for Civil War buffs: 

Mine Eyes Have Seen the Coming of a Lot of Wacky Stuff 

Computer based slot machines in Las Vegas:

Luck, Be a Microchip Tonight 

Reviews of six Queens, N.Y. restaurants:

Over the River and to the Food 

A new minor league baseball team’s first game in its Newark, N.J. home stadium:

A Home Team to Root, Root, Root For 

A review of singer KT Sullivan’s cabaret show of Jerome Kern songs: 

The Music is Sweet, the Words Are True 

A review of a film about rehearsing for “Hamlet”:

There is Nothing Like a Dane 

A review of a television movie about Frank Sinatra’s Rat Pack:

Extremes With Impossible Schemes 

A greenhouse manager and his family live in the New York Botanical Garden: 

A Cunning Cottage 3 Could Share (Public Invited)

Caring for rooftop gardens in New York City:

On City Roofs, It’s Not Easy Being Green 

The cleaning and restoration of the flag that inspired Francis Scott Key:

New Dawn for Flag That Was Still There 

A New York Times reporter’s queasy experience on a trapeze:

The Greatest of Unease 

Two New York fashion designers talk about the latest designs, their own and others: 

Everything’s Coming Up Froufrou

Sidney Blumenthal, a White House adviser, is deposed before members of Congress:

A Very Model of a Modern Gentleman 

A summer day camp specializing in rock music:

Hello Fender, Hello Gibson 

A company that makes custom-made shoes:

These $2,000 Boots Are Made for Walking 

The excavation of a 17th-century pleasure garden across the river from the Taj Mahal:

What a Little Moonlight Can Do

Foreigners spending a lot of money in New York City because of the value of their currency against the dollar:
They’ll Take Manhattan, in Cash
The Manhattan cocktail is seeing a resurgence of popularity (1998):                                      I’ll Take Manhattan (Brooklyn, Too)
Post offices are removing children’s names and addresses from Christmas letters to Santa, and replacing them with a control number, before they are given to people who will be their Secret Santas: 

He’s Making a List, Redacting It Twice 
Contrasting the Miss America contest and the environment of Atlantic City:
Here She Comes, Amid the Tawdry
It appeared to everyone watching the opening of the 2009 Beijing Olympics, that seven-year-old Yang Peiyi was singing the national anthem. Actually, the voice was that of nine-year-old Lin Liaoke, who sang from backstage:
I’m Singin’ In Beijing
People trying to sleep on Coney Island’s beach during a heat wave, with crashing waves on one side of them and a roller coaster and go-carts on the other: 

By the Sea, by the Sea, 
By the Cool, Noisy Sea
Upscale food is being served at some baseball stadiums:
Buy Me Some Sushi and Baby back Ribs
During the Christmas holiday season, lost, misdirected and misplaced baggage has piled up at New York airports:
Here a Bag, There a Bag, Everywhere a Stranded Bag

An interview with Billy Joel prior to two July 2008 concerts:
Just the Way He Is

Uncertainty in September over who will win a November Congressional election in Texas:

A Leading Democrat’s Theme: It’s a Long, Long Time From Now Till November

Frank Sinatra’s death, in May 1998, brought an outpouring of pride and a deep sense of loss among residents of his New Jersey home town:

It’s All or Nothing at All for Frank Sinatra in His Hometown, Hoboken 
The swiftness with which United Airlines stock plummeted in value after an untrue bankruptcy report triggered computers to automatically devalue its stock before human intervention could correct the error:
I Got the News Instantaneously, Oh Boy

Andrea McCardle, the star of the original “Annie,” on Broadway,  is reviewed at the age of 44 after appearing at a top Manhattan cabaret:
Bet Your Bottom Dollar, She Survived “Tomorrow”
Merv Griffin, TV talk show host, creator of “Jeopardy” and “Wheel of Fortune,” and owner of the Beverly Hilton Hotel, talks about his business interests:

Lov-e-ly Bunch of Businesses

Keep Merv Griffin Singing
A review of George Gershwin CD’s:

Life Is One
Long Jubilee
Growing, cooking and eating one of the less popular vegetables:

Growing Beets: It’s Not Easy Being Crimson

In Manhattan’s Battery Park City neighborhood, adults try out a trapeze swing:

Would You Like to Swing on a Bar

Canada top five banks control 93 percent of the banking industry’s assets:

O Canada, land of Few Banks 
The demise of WQEW, a New York radio station devoted to popular standards, and of Rainbow and Stars, New York’s premier cabaret:

The Memory of Love’s Refrain 

and a subheadline

Standards Lose Two New York Outlets. But the Music? They can’t Take That Away.

A review of a TV program about the acclaimed race horse Seabiscuit.

They Had

The Horse

Right Here

In 1938
Alzheimer’s disease has a major role in the novel “The Story of Forgetting,” reviewed in The Times:
You Promised That You’d Forget Me Not, but You Forgot to Remember
A review of a TV program about the lives of Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart:
Thou Rodgers, Thou Hart, So Fizzy, So Smart

The New York Yankees baseball team on a losing streak:

Yankees: That’s Life, Shot Down in April

Madonna signs her new book, “The English Roses,” at a Manhattan Barnes & Noble:
Like a Children’s Author,

For the Very First Times

Freshening up Halifax, Nova Scotia’s appearance prior to an industrial nations’ summit meeting included temporarily hiding a parking lot under sod, shrubs and flowers:
Halifax Journal; On a Paved Parking Lot, They Put Up a Paradise
From the review of a biography of Irving Berlin:                                                            Not for Just an Hour, Not for Just a Day 
An article published on December 31, 2000, about the car models that are ushering in the new century.

Should Auld Conveyances Be Forgot?

After Sean Combs was acquitted of a 1999 shooting charge:
Regrets, He’s Had  a Few, Especially About His Puffy Image

An article about an annual Christmas seminar for young musicians held at the New School, followed by performances at Carnegie Hall:

Holiday for Strings

An article about the abundance and popularity of college a cappella groups:
Songsters Off on a Spree

An article about the continuing relevance of pre-rock and roll era popular songs and their performances and recordings by older singers like Tony Bennett, as well as newer ones like Diana Krall:
Face the Music Together: Looking for the Light in Ageless Songs
A sports section article on the New York Giants football team practicing inside the Giants Stadium bubble during frigid weather, and the way cold has affected the Giants and other teams in  practices and play:

Weather Outside the Bubble is Frightful
Review of a Richard Rodgers biography:

Wondrin’ What’s Behind Those Great Melodies 
Six  months before George W. Bush’s term of office ended, Maureen Dowd wrote in her column that, regarding the Iraq War, “”W. ne regrette rien.”
W. Regrets

   Almost

   Nothing

A sports section article about coach Bill Parcells hoping for cold, snowy weather to give his Jets an advantage over other teams:

The Parcells Mantra:

Let It Snow, Let It Snow 
A Paul Krugman column on the way Bush administration officials are steering contracts toward their friends in the rebuilding of Iraq. While Winston Churchill remarked that the Marshall Plan was the “most unsorded act in history,” Krugman says “the stories about Iraq reconstruction keep getting more sorded.”
   Who’s

   Sordid 

    Now?

Manhattan councilwoman Ronnie Eldridge wants to remove all the canopies jutting out from buildings on a stretch of West 72nd Street and install new parking meters and ornate street lamps. Residents of a Manhattan apartment building like things the way they are and are resisting taking down their canopy:
You Say Clutter, I Say Canopy,

Let’s Call the Whole Thing Off

Should New York City, which has its distinctive greatness, compete for events sought by smaller cities? Does New York City need to prove itself world class, the article asks, by hosting events that attract tourists and are the pride of smaller cities?

Those Little Town Blues in Old New York.

An article about the impending closing of the revival of  “Cabaret” after a five-and-a-half-year run.
Kit Kat Kick

   Endures,

  Old Chum
A news analysis of the former Chilean dictator Gen. Augustin Pinochet’s complete loss of power.

Pinochet, at Home in Chile: A Real Nowhere Man
Although President George W. Bush likes to think of himself as a Texan, when he asked a group of Albuquerque school children where he was from he was dismayed when they called out, “Washington, D.C.”
Bush, Deep in the Heartland,
     Hears Discouraging Words

Enamored for several months with the fajita combo plate at Taco Bandito, in Manhattan, the writer has reached the point where he’ll be giving up the dish — and the restaurant — to find another favorite lunch.

50 Ways to Leave 

Your Fajitas Combo Plate

An article about the booming business in artificial flowers, plants and trees:                                  The Flowers                                                                                                                          That Bloom                                                                                                                          In Spring, Ha Ha
About improving the look of the field before the Super Bowl:                                                  For Turf, It’s Not Easy Being Green
When the Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey circus opens in a few days, animal- welfare protesters will leaflet audiences, accusing the circus of mistreating its elephants.                                                                                                                      Circus Flies O’er Troubles With Greatest of Ease

Review of a cabaret performance by Barbara Fasano and Eric Comstock in March 2009, amidst bank bailouts and corporate bankruptcies.                                                               If Banks Fail in Yonkers:                                                                                                   Songs for the Meltdown   
A New Jersey beach resort that had over 300 motels in the 1950s, then lost its popularity, is having a resurgence.                                                                                                            Be-Bop-a-Lula, Wildwood’s My baby                         

A review of a book about Carole King, Carly Simon and Joni Mitchell.                       Heroines in the Footlights, From All Sides Now
Following a disastrous 2001 holiday season, tourism in New York had a banner year in 2003.                                                                                                                                             City Sidewalks, Packed in Holiday Style, Hint at End to a Lingering Slump in Tourism
The caption under a photo of a municipal worker sweeping up coins from the Trevi fountain in Rome.                                                                                                                   Three Million Coins in the Fountain
The caption under a photo of a bison roundup in Custer State Park, South Dakota.               So That’s Where They Roam
An article about the varied and unusual produce sold in a Queens, N.Y. neighborhood, where some fruits and vegetables are known by different names according to which ethnic group patronizes the market where they are sold.                                                               You Say Karela, I Say Bittermelon; In Flushing, Finding Common Ground in a Riot of Ethnic Foods
Review of a Carnegie Hall program of Spanish, or Spanish-influenced, orchestral music.                                                                                                                           Refrain From Spain, Though French, Too, in the Main

The headline of a caption under a photo of an Ocean City, Md. amusement area        Sunday on the Boardwalk With Dennis
Alex Witchel, a Times reporter, takes a trapeze lesson.                                                  The Greatest of Unease

An article about social-networking Web sites geared to traveling businesswomen who tend to remain in their hotels, often lonely and bored, rather than go out alone at night. What Good Is Sitting Alone In Your Room? 5/7/09
The 5,000 New York City residents who have passed a city course on how to prune, care for and protect trees on city streets are the only residents who may legally do so..      …But Only They Can Shape a Tree

John C. Dearie sees about 10 percent of his clients in his mobile law office, a 40-foot bus-like vehicle.                                                                                                              Wheels on the Office Go Round and Round

Under a photo of its caretaker rappelling down the face of the Old Man of the Mountain, in New Hampshire (five years later, the stone formation collapsed), after checking “that the formation was solidly held together.”                                                                      Cheek Bone’s Connected to the Jaw Bone… 

A review of “Good Rockin’ Tonight: The Legacy of Sun Records,” a TV program about the label that recorded Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, Carl Perkins and Jerry Lee Lewis. Whole Lotta Rememberin’ (and Baldin’) Goin’ On

About Juicy Couture, a chic clothing store for young women.                                Rhinestones Are a Tween’s Best Friend
Oliver Platt has stepped from dramatic actor into the role of Nathan Detroit in the Broadway revival of “Guys and Dolls.”                                                                               The Newest Established Leading Man

In the midst of 2008’s financial crisis, some couples have put off their divorce because of the difficulty of selling their homes for enough money to help them both start over.                                     In Housing Fall, Breaking Up Is Harder to Do

A review of “The Book of Dead Philosophers,” in which the author writes about the deaths of 190 philosophers through the ages.                                                                   Death and Dying: When You Sort It Out, What’s It All About, Diogenes?
News item about Bob Dylan giving permission for “Blowin’ in the Wind” to be used in a British TV commercial. 

And how many years must Bob Dylan wait before he licenses one of his most beloved ballads for use in a British television commercial?  The answer, my friend, is 47. 
Teenage girls are wearing skimpier bikinis than ever. 
More Itsy-Bitsy Teeny-Weeny Than Ever

A menorah that belonged to Sammy Davis Jr. was withdrawn from auction after bids did not meet the anonymous seller’s $9,000 minimum sale price.                                               At Auction, the Candy Man Can’t
Random sounds in music and on TV commercials make many people think it’s their cellphone ringing.                                                                                                                    I Hear Ringing and There’s No One There. I Wonder Why
Brief reviews of restaurants in Manhattan’s Soho area.                                                       The Lullabies                                                                                                                         Of West Broadway
The sounds and traditions of Guy Lombardo’s band live on under Al Pierson’s direction.                                                                                                       Keeping Guy Lombardo From Being Forgot
Five hundred painted fiberglass cows are gracing the streets of New York City and its suburbs.                                                                                                                              Cattle Are Standin’ Like Statues 

Sleep deprivation is common among long-distance commuters.                                            I’ve Been Sleeping                                                                                                                  On the Rail Road
Aimee and Jeff Harris are disposing of everything they own to live a simple life as organic homesteaders in Vermont                                                                                      Imagine No Possessions

Volunteer tour guides take visitors to Chicago on 35 different tours, depending on their interests.                                                                                                                       Chicago? They’ll Show You Around
In his review of Michael Feinstein’s cabaret performance, Stephen Holden remarks on evolution from “polite piano-bar crooner” to “a seasoned swing-band vocalist.”               It Brings Back the Sound                                                                                                        Of Music So Tender
Jeff Kent and Barry Bonds’ on- and off–the-field confrontations became history when Kent left San Francisco for Houston.                                                                                 He Left His Loathing in San Francisco

Fermale Komodo dragons, it has been learned, are capable of producing fertile eggs without having mated with a male.                                                                                  Birds Do It. Bees Do It. Dragons Don’t Need To. 

In Colorado, encounters between black bears and humans are occurring with increasing frequency.                                                                                                                           This Land Is Their Land: Bears Are Everywhere
