Topics for School Newspaper Coverage Of the Student Government  

1. How candidates are selected.                                                         

2. Election campaign procedures and events. 

3. Campaign platforms and pre-election promises. 

4. Campaign platforms and promises fulfillment.

5. Pre-election interviews with candidates.           

6. Student interest, or lack of it, in the student government.

7. What students want from their student government.

8. Voting procedures on election day. Be there and report on them.

9. Ballot counting on election day. Be there and report on them.

10. Election results. Check them and report them.

11. Popularity contest? College application asset?

12. Student government meetings. Be there.

13. Conflicts of interest. Check them out.

14. Mid-year evaluation of student government officers and progress.   

15. Do-nothing officers.  Interview them and write about them.

16. Student government-sponsored events.  Attend and report on them.

17. Student government fund-raising activities.  Report on them.

18. The administration’s relationship with the student government.

19. Administration conflicts with the student government.

20. What limitations on SG activities or activism does the  adviser set?

21. How are allotments for extracurricular activities decided?

22. Attend funding meetings. Check the account books.

23. How faithfully does the SG adhere to its constitution and bylaws? 

24. Student government power and influence. Analyze it. 

25. Who really controls what’s going on in the student government?

26. The history of student government in your school.

27. The administration’s and faculty adviser’s goals.

28. Compare your school and other schools’ student government.

“The newspaper's job is not to protect the student government, nor is its job to embarrass. However, student journalists can have an impact on their government and the way school is run.”  Logan Aimone, executive director, National Scholastic Press Assn.
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Techniques of  Student Government News Coverage





At least one article relating to student government in every issue.





Photos in every issue of the SG at work and activities they sponsor.





SG articles on school-related issues should include opinions from students, faculty,  adm. and SG officers.





Read other school papers for article ideas and how their SG operates.





Interview school newspaper editors, and SG officers  in other schools.





Know the SG constitution and bylaws.





Follow up on SG issues from issue to issue of your paper.











