What is a New York Times review? 

1. It’s news, informing readers of the arrival of something new.

2. It’s opinion, expressing the critic’s evaluation. But it’s an opinion based on knowledge, and each opinion is supported with an example.

3. If the review is of a live performance, it is a historical record — an account of where and when the performance took place, an evaluation of the performance, and what it was like to be there.

4. It is educational, enhancing the reader’s knowledge of the art and the artist.

5. It’s an appreciation. Through their descriptions and impressions, Times critics help readers to see the worth and accomplishment of artists.

6. For readers who have experienced, or will experience, what has been reviewed, the review is an opportunity to reflect upon their own impressions and opinions and to compare them with the critic’s.

7. It’s a service, helping readers to decide whether what has been reviewed is worth their time and money.

8. It’s an advertisement for the event, getting word of it to the public.

9. It is good reading – interesting, well-styled, knowledgeable and, often, entertaining.

10.   It is a record of, and a contribution to, the evolution of culture.

11.   It recognizes the artist for a job the critic considers well done, 

        lacking, or, in many cases, both. 

12.   Its opinions, impressions, assessments and suggestions may help the

       artist or performer to improve or grow, and to see his or her work in

       perspective. 
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