NEW YORK TIMES STORIES TO TEACH JOURNALISM FROM
Each of these Times items has one or more journalistic lessons to teach and can be used in the classroom or as a home assignment. All of them were originally posted on the Journalism Education Association listserve at about the time they appeared in The Times.
She’s So Under the Gun, She Can’t Leave Her Desk (a disdainful play review for class discussion)
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/01/theater/reviews/01female.html
 
The Snowboarder Supported by Grocers (for the way the reporter constructed the story, alternating between the athlete and the grocers)
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/26/sports/olympics/26loo.html
God Said Multiply, and Did She Ever (reporter Joseph Berger is a master story teller; notice how plainly, yet how effectively, he tells this one. Worth class study for writing that's straightforward yet affecting.)
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/21/nyregion/21yitta.html
Officials See Slander in Uzbek Photos, but Artists See Censorship (it's not good for the country to show unhappy faces in photos)
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/11/world/asia/11uzbekistan.html
Doubts Raised on Book’s Tale of Atom Bomb (an imposter's false story hoodwinks an author)
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/21/books/21hiroshima.html
Snipers Imperil U.S.-Led Forces in Afghan Offensive (This story's reporter and photographer were in as much peril as the soldiers being written about and photographed. The pictures show how soldiers and journalists were completely exposed to sniper fire while crossing the flat ground. See the slide show, too. A significant story to read aloud to students or have them read.)
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/18/world/asia/18marja.html
Not Plagiarism but Mixing and Matching, Says Best-Selling German Author, 17 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/12/world/europe/12germany.html
 
The Public Editor: Secondhand Sources
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/31/opinion/31pubed.html
 
The Public Editor: Face to Face With Tragedy (some readers complain about the graphic photos coming from Haiti)
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/24/opinion/24pubed.html                                                                      

The Public Editor: Times Standards, Staffers or Not (why three freelancers won't be hired again by The Times)
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/03/opinion/03pubed.html

Few News Conferences, but 
Still Taking Questions 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/04/us/politics/04memo.html 

Code Violations Found in Manhattan Schools ("More than one third of Manhattan’s public school buildings have hazardous code violations, including many that have gone unresolved for years, threatening the safety of children and teachers, according to a report by the Manhattan borough president’s office." And your school?)
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/21/nyregion/21building.html 

Editors’ Note (a cause of much chagrin at The Times whenever an omission like this occurs)
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/09/opinion/09ednote.html
 
A Long Journey From Obscurity (for the story telling, what one screenwriter went through to be a success at 49)
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/03/movies/03wonderful.html
On Things Religious, Written and Unwritten (the NYT religion columnist for 20 years writes in the first person for the first time in his last column)
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/02/us/02beliefs.html 
 
First Comes Love, Then Comes Fear of Marriage (the review of the new book by the author of "Eat, Love, Pray." And not a good one.)
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/04/books/04book.html
 

Records Fall as Snow Blankets East Coast (note the lyrical and literary quality of the first paragraph. The writer wasn't on the scene, though; he's The Times's Pulitzer-winning rewrite man who takes telephone calls and e-mails from several reporters in the field and from them writes major Times stories. Note the photo, too. Hopefully, every school paper in the snow zone will have a great page one snow photo in the next issue.)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/21/us/21snow.html
 
Winter Arrives Early, Blanketing East Coast (another good opening sentence; note the action verbs and the use of the triplet — cancelling, knocking, stranding.)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/20/us/20snow.html

Britain, Long a Libel Mecca, Reviews Laws 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/11/world/europe/11libel.html
Iranian Student Protesters Clash With Police (this is history in the making that American high school students should be aware of; the courage that these Iranian students are showing today exemplifies the idealism and desire for freedom that has exemplified past student protests around the world, some of them cruelly suppressed. This is an exciting, action-filled piece of writing, worth taking apart in class. And just check out the next to last paragraph)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/08/world/middleeast/08iran.html
High Winds Blamed for Toppled Trees, Power Failures and Traffic Delays (how does a photographer show the wind? enlarge this photo to see)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/08/nyregion/08wind.html 
Writing a Sports Column Far From Print, and the Game 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/16/business/media/16simmons.html
 
Medicines to Deter Some Cancers Are Not Taken (a journalistically important lesson about the changing nature of knowledge and how a newspaper can be the first source of public information about it. A major lesson for students about how new knowledge can overturn accepted truths.
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/13/health/research/13prevent.html

Two German Killers Demanding Anonymity Sue Wikipedia’s Parent 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/13/us/13wiki.html
 
Pakistani Journalist Critical of the Military Is Threatened 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/01/world/asia/01pstan.html 

A Fragile Flower Rooted to the Earth:THEATER REVIEW | 'A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE' (a rave for the production and for Cate Blanchett's Blanche DuBois)
http://theater.nytimes.com/2009/12/03/theater/reviews/03streetcar.html

Making Music Mightier Than the Sword (an ecstatic review in today's Times of the Broadway show "Fela!" Without doubt, people are already — it's a quarter to 1 a.m. in New York — standing at the box office waiting for it to open. And tomorrow, the line will be around the block.)

http://theater.nytimes.com/2009/11/24/theater/reviews/24fela.html
Near Geneva, Particles Finally Come Together With a Bang (ripe for a parody by a student with a talent for such things)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/24/science/24collide.html
 
Freedom of the Press (Editorial)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/03/opinion/03tue2.html
Letters To the Public Editor: Other Views: The Columnist’s Voice (important reading for advisers and students)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/22/opinion/22pubed.html 
The Maureen Dowd column in question:The Nuns’ Story 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/25/opinion/25dowd.html

Opening Wide His (Repaired) Heart (for the writing; a thorough look at Robin Williams)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/22/movies/22williams.html

Father and Son in a Vortex of Chaos (review by Michiko Kakutani of John Irving's new novel;a study in the art of the book critique, filled with negatives, yet, ultimately, a mild "yes")
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/27/books/27irving.html
 
In Mayoral Race, a Blitz of Truth-Stretching Ads (an object lesson on the watchdog press)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/01/nyregion/01ads.html

THEATER REVIEW: A Pot of Sunny Gold in Those Green Hills 
http://theater.nytimes.com/2009/10/30/theater/reviews/30finian.html
 
How does the critic love the show? Let us count the ways:
 
Just about the most passionate and enthusiastic review of a musical comedy one can imagine. Worth studying with students for the critic's language of praise. On these listserve postings you've seen some pretty harsh reviews, filled with sarcasm and ridicule, the critics in essence warning people not to waste their time and their $125 per ticket. It's much easier to entertain readers with a biting, negative review filled with hilarious put-downs for a show that a reviewer feels should never have opened, than to write a review as positive as this one, where Ben Brantley is doing all he can to say, "Don't miss this one!" After you read this review with your students — or even after reading just the lead — ask them what they think it must have been like when the cast and others connected with the show opened up The Times, or turned on their laptops, at the opening night cast party and read this review.
Music to Play, Places to Go, People to See (Ben Brantley's 'don't-go' review of "Bye, Bye, Birdie," with his first negative comment in the lead. See, also, article on the production, prior to opening night)
http://theater2.nytimes.com/2009/10/16/theater/reviews/16byebye.html
50 Years Older, ‘Birdie’ Returns to the Nest 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/11/theater/11mcgr.htmlIn Satan’s Church, an Eden 
Besieged (a movie review dripping with sarcasm)
http://movies.nytimes.com/2009/10/23/movies/23antichrist.html
 

An Adventurer Takes Flight, Blinding Smile and All (the Amelia Earhart movie is  "exasperatingly dull.") 
http://movies.nytimes.com/2009/10/23/movies/23amelia.html
Manhattan Mom, Burning Home Fires at Both Ends (in "Motherhood," Uma "steers her Volvo and schleps her stroller.")
http://movies.nytimes.com/2009/10/23/movies/23mother.html
One Reporter’s Lonely Beat, Witnessing Executions 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/21/business/media/21execute.html
 
Once Reviled as Nazi Collaborator, Now Hailed as a Savior (conveying other people's emotions in a news story)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/22/nyregion/22survivors.html
Pinned Down, a Sprint to Escape Taliban Zone (a dramatic and riveting battle report)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/20/world/asia/20ambush.html
Times Reporter Escapes Taliban After 7 Months 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/21/world/asia/21taliban.html (see two entries below)

7 Months, 10 Days in Captivity  ("This is the first installment in a five-part series offering a first-person account by David Rohde of his seven months as a captive of the Taliban in Pakistan, and his escape. Mr. Rohde, a New York Times reporter, was kidnapped with two Afghan colleagues on Nov. 10, 2008, as they traveled to an interview with a Taliban commander outside of Kabul, Afghanistan. The articles are based on Mr. Rohde’s recollections and, where possible, records kept by his family and colleagues. For safety reasons, certain names and details have been withheld.")
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/18/world/asia/18hostage.html
At Age 92, a Charitable Life Ends in a Senseless Death (note the reporting, the writing, the coverage of the crime itself, the words of neighbors and family, the account of the victim's life, the sense of senseless loss conveyed by the reporter, who stays completely out of the picture)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/22/nyregion/22shoot.html
Now I Wanna Serve Some Sausage (the first review a new Times restaurant critic)
http://events.nytimes.com/2009/10/14/dining/reviews/14rest.html
In Mammals, a Complex Journey to the Middle Ear (this is here not for the topic but for Natalie Angier's beautifully rhythmic writing. Perhaps a class can analyze why the writing here reads so liltingly)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/13/science/13angier.html
 

Books of The Times:They’ll Take Manhattan, Isle of Whimsy and Virtual Reality (an awful, awful review for a successful author; notice how quickly the reviewer tells us her basic opinion of the book, and how the negatives continue to the very last words of the review)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/13/books/13kakutani.html
Ready, Set, Emote: A Race to His Doom (how quickly can students tell what the reviewer thought of this production? For students who have read or seen "Hamlet," this should be a journalistically interesting review)
http://theater2.nytimes.com/2009/10/07/theater/reviews/07hamlet.html
At Home With Susie Essman: Seriously, She Does Windows (by Joyce Wadler, The Times's premier personality-feature writer)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/08/garden/08susie.html 

E. Coli Path Shows Flaws in Ground Beef Inspection (who knows what's to come later this year, but this is no doubt a Pulitzer contender; a great lesson on investigative journalism)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/04/health/04meat.html

White House Proposes Changes in Bill Protecting Reporters’ Confidentiality (Society of Professional Journalists "outraged." This first URL is a link to SPJ's statement) http://mail.live.com/default.aspx?wa=wsignin1.0)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/01/us/01shield.html
 
On the Tip of Creative Tongues (this story, about how an old word is acquiring a new sense, was written by Alex Williams. When Times executive editor Bill Keller asked Williams, during the hiring process, why he hadn't gone to journalism school, he said that he learned all he needed to know about journalism in high school. His journalism teacher, Nick Ferentinos, advised The Epitaph, at Homestead H.S., in Cupertino, California.)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/04/fashion/04curate.html
The Public Editor: Notes About Bias, From Opposite Points of View
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/04/opinion/04pubed.html

In China’s Alleys, Shouting Vendors Sow Echoes of the Past (for descriptive writing, interviewing and writing style)                            http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/13/world/asia/13beijing.html
A Fortress City That Didn’t Come to Be (for the writing; worth a class period of study)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/11/nyregion/11dayafter.html
Britain Names Soldier Killed in Afghan Raid (killed during the raid to rescue reporter)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/11/world/asia/11afghan.html
 

British Rescue Was Reckless, Media Club Says 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/11/world/asia/11kabul.html
 
As Menace to Hostages Grew, British Moved In (how the reporter was saved and his translater killed)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/10/world/asia/10rescue.htmlJudge Rejects Copyright 
Sultan Munadi: A Gentle Stalwart — Afghan Reporter Is Recalled as a Man of Wide-Ranging Interests and Abilities
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/10/world/asia/10munadi.html
The Reporter’s Account: 4 Days With the Taliban
http://atwar.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/09/09/the-reporters-account-4-days-with-the-taliban/
Hell? No. I Won’t Go. (This blog post was written last week by the reporter who was killed, and appeared in the Sept. 10th paper)
http://atwar.blogs.nytimes.com/ (At the bottom of this piece is a notice about a fund for Mr. Munadi's family, quite a nice thing for journalism students to participate in. Below that are comments by readers.)  

Times Reporter Is Freed in Afghan Raid That Kills Aide 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/10/world/asia/10rescue.html 


Suit Against Jessica Seinfeld 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/11/business/media/11seinfeld.html
 
Ghostwriting Is Called Rife in Medical Journals 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/11/business/11ghost.html

Journalist Jailed for Blasphemy Is Released Early in Afghanistan 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/08/world/asia/08blasphemy.html
 
Remembering Walter Cronkite and What He Stood For 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/10/us/10cronkite.html
At Cronkite Memorial, Talk of Traditions
http://mediadecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/09/09/at-cronkite-memorial-talk-of-traditions/?hp
(The full text of Obama's remarks on journalism at the Cronkite funeral appear at this Washington Post site)
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/44/2009/09/09/obama_speaks_at_memorial_for_c.html
Presidential Pep Talk Kicks Off Year for Students (note, at the end of the article, the number of Times reporters who covered this story)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/09/education/09educ.html
 

Pentagon Keeps Wary Watch as Troops Blog 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/09/us/09milblogs.html
A Reservist Describes Life on the Warfront (a sample blog) 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/09/us/web-excerptsfor-milblog.html

The Public Editor: He Works for The Times, Too (does a Times technology columnist have a conflict of interest?)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/06/opinion/06pubed.html
Gates Assails News Agency for Publishing Photo of Marine Killed in Afghanistan 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/05/world/asia/05gates.html
Harvard Backs Off Media Policy ("Students complain a new rule would have restricted free speech")
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/02/business/media/02harvard.html
 
China Web Sites Seeking Users’ Names 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/06/world/asia/06chinanet.html
Twilight’ Author Accused of Plagiarism                              http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/06/books/06arts-TWILIGHTAUTH_BRF.html 

New Doubts Raised Over Famous War Photo 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/18/arts/design/18capa.html
 
Editorial: Falling Soldier (was this famous war photo staged?)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/20/opinion/20thu4.html
 
Losing Job, Consumer Columnist Cries Foul 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/18/business/media/18courant.html
Editors' Note: Digitally altered photos in Times Magazine      http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/09/pageoneplus/corrections.html 

A Fight to Protect Americans From British Libel Law 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/25/business/media/25libel.html
Ire Over a Columnist, an Author of Torture Memos
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/13/business/media/13yoo.html
 
Battle With a New Jersey Newspaper Backfires 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/04/business/media/04record.html
The Times and the Future
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/18/business/media/18carr.html
 
Newspapers’ Essential Strengths 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/04/business/media/04carr.html
 
Testy Bloomberg Calls Reporter a ‘Disgrace’
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/29/nyregion/29mayor.html
 
In Reporting a Scandal, the Media Are Accused of Just Listening (in Japan)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/29/world/asia/29japan.html
Washington Post Criticized for ‘Ethical Lapse’ http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/12/business/media/12post.html
Public Editor: Journalistic Ideals, Human Values http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/05/opinion/05pubed.html 
Keeping News of Kidnapping Off Wikipedia http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/29/technology/internet/29wiki.html
Public Editor: Love and Marriage, New York Times Style http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/12/opinion/12pubed.html
After Survival, a Journey to Self-Recovery (a profile to study)     http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/11/world/europe/11profile.html
Get a Life, Holden Caulfield http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/21/weekinreview/21schuessler.html
New Puzzles That Tell Humans From Machines (how the squiggly letters and numbers that you have to retype work)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/24/business/24novelties.html                                      

The Howls of a Fading Species (column writing with anger but dignity) 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/02/opinion/02herbert.html
The Public Editor: How Did This Happen? (a remarkable account of New York Times errors in an appraisal of Walter Cronkite; an object lesson for all journalism students, staff members and advisers 1) that even a newspaper that prides itself on accuracy can foul up like this;  2) that if this can happen in The Times, with all its resources, talent, staff and determination to get things right, what about papers with less? 3) how vigilant newspapers must be in getting even the seemingly least important facts right, and how errors can embarrass a newspaper and affect its reputation for reliability.                          http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/02/opinion/02pubed.html
Judge Rules for J.D. Salinger in ‘Catcher’ Copyright Suit                                                                 http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/02/books/02salinger.html 
A Snapshot of the World at 4 P.M. (The New York Times’s daily editors’ meeting) http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/02/nyregion/02rooms.html
90 Years Old, and Breaking Science News With Verve (a career that began with his junior high paper)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/27/business/media/27chronicle.html 
 
The Public Editor:Telling the Brutal Truth 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/26/opinion/26pubed.html
Editorial Voice of an Influential Atlanta Newspaper May Move to the Right
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/20/business/media/20ajc.html
In Adopting Harsh Tactics, No Look at Past Use (investigative reporting; a major government-watchdog piece)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/22/us/politics/22detain.html

For the Theater District, Theatrical Japanese (bad review for a restaurant located in the Times building)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/22/dining/reviews/22brief1-001.html
At an Age for Music and Dreams, Real Life Intrudes (writing so simple and unvarnished, yet so moving. An article to discuss and examine in class for its reporting, writing and sensibilities.)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/15/us/15land.html
As New Lawyer, Senator Was Active in Tobacco’s Defense (an NYT investigative piece worth studying; the extent of the investigation appears in the seventh paragraph)
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/27/nyregion/27gillibrand.html
For Injured Workers, a Costly Legal Swamp (the first part of a three-article series that The Times spent 18 months on. This segment is 5,000 words, plus photos and charts, beginning on page 1 and covering two full inside pages. The size can't be appreciated on www.nytimes.com, but could be on the Electronic Edition. However, only the paper edition  conveys the true size of this.
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/31/nyregion/31comp.html
Behind the Scenes: Altered and Out (photo manipulation leads to contest disqualification; see the readers' comments that follow the article, too)
http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/03/03/behind-35/
Comic Book Writer Accused of Plagiarism 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/03/books/03arts-COMICBOOKWRI_BRF.html




 


 



 
 

