“Harry Potter” Similes
By GABRIEL LEDER

Gabriel Leder, who is 13 years old, was 12 years old when I asked him to create 10 similes relating to the Harry Potter stories. I wanted to show how similes can be created from one’s own reading background. Unlike similes referring to popular fairy tales, nursery rhymes, myths, legends and the Bible, however, these would be understood and appreciated only by readers familiar with the Harry Potter stories.
1. She was as dedicated to perfecting her soccer game as Hermione was to her homework.

2. Asking Gabe if he wanted an ice cream sundae was like asking Draco Malfoy if he wanted to get Harry in trouble.

3. Henry solved math problems as fast as Hermione could raise her hand to answer a teacher's question.

4. Anxious to watch the program, Stanley finished his homework as quickly as Mr. Dursley found reasons to ground Harry.

5. Filomena hated homework like Hermione hated house elf enslavement.

6. Afraid of what her parents would say, Alice hid from sight like a demiguise faced with trouble.  (Apelike creatures who turn invisible when they sense danger; their hair is used for invisibility cloaks.)

7. The plot of the movie twisted and turned like a basilisk in the plumbing of Hogwarts.

8. The hunted thief ran for days, avoiding capture with dexterity like a snidget bird.  (Its wings rotate in its sockets; it was nearly hunted to extinction and was used in quidditch games before the snitch.)

9. He was human, but he laughed like a leprechaun who had tricked a human with disappearing gold.

10. He chased the ice cream truck like a seeker on a Firebolt after a snitch.
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