Rules of the Journalist’s Road                                                                                                                                                                                                        That Help to Develop Accurate Perceptions of The World                                                                                                                                                                                                   
1. Things are not always what they seem.
2. Things are almost always more complicated than they at first seem.

3. While there may be two or more sides to a story, one side may be ridiculously wrong.

4. When people have something to lose by telling the truth, they may lie to you.

5. What is passed along as fact is often fabrication.

6. What is passed along as fact is very often unintentionally wrong. 
7. Getting facts from a trusted source increases the chance that they are accurate and honest, but not always.
8. For some people, lying and deceit are a way of life.

9. Your own personal prejudices and mind-sets may keep you from having an open mind.

10. People in authority are not necessarily authoritative; and they’re often incompetent..

11. People in authority are not necessarily more honest than those who are not.

12. Writers, publications and anyone in public life may have a hidden agenda, although once you trust them or know their track record the chances of that diminish.

13. A person can be biased or ignorant without realizing it.

14. People who are authoritative and respected in one field may have silly notions or be quite off-base in another.

15. Deceivers and demagogues play on or exploit people’s fears, prejudices and loyalties.

16. Beware of falsehoods and hoaxes coming to you over the Internet, often passed on to you by people you trust. At the same time, the Internet can be helpful in revealing lies and hoaxes.

17. Skepticism is as essential a personal trait as belief.

18. Education, and the wide and deep reading of books, newspapers, magazines and journals are essential preparation for recognizing falsehood, deception and spin.
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